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12 October 2026
Dear Parent/Carer, 
I am delighted to inform you that Aldercar High School will once again be offering the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE) to selected Year 10 students. 
The DofE programme is a valuable opportunity for your child to broaden their horizons, discover new interests, develop key life skills and build lasting friendships. It is internationally recognised and highly regarded by colleges, universities and employers. 
As the DofE Manager at AHS, I would like to share some key information about the programme, its benefits and how your child can get involved. 
About the DofE 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is a non-competitive programme open to all young people. It encourages participants to set personal goals and challenge themselves in a supportive environment. 
There are three levels of the Award: Bronze, Silver and Gold. Through participation, students develop confidence, resilience and self-esteem, while gaining practical skills such as teamwork, problem-solving and self-motivation. These attributes can support both their wellbeing and future success. 
To achieve the Bronze Award, students must complete four sections: 
· Skills 
· Volunteering 
· Physical 
· Expedition 
Each section requires a commitment of at least one hour per week over a set period. Students may choose to continue with an existing activity or use the opportunity to try something new. Guidance and support will be provided throughout the programme. 
Please note that students will also be expected to attend weekly after-school training sessions. 
The Expedition 
The Expedition section involves planning and undertaking a three-day, two-night journey in the countryside as part of a small team. 
Before the expedition, students will receive training in expedition principles, preparation and equipment use during after-school sessions. Attendance at these sessions is mandatory to participate in the final expedition.
Students will also need to participate in a two-night practice expedition that usually takes part in the local area around the school to help keep costs down.
The expedition date is yet to be confirmed but is expected to take place in September 2027. Further information, including details of pre-expedition training and arrangements for the expedition itself, will be shared in due course. 
To help keep costs as low as possible, the school can loan essential equipment, including rucksacks, sleeping bags and sleeping mats. Students will, however, need to cover costs related to campsite fees, equipment hire, and suitable clothing/footwear. I anticipate the cost of the practice and the qualifying expedition to be around £50.
Young Leaders
For the first time, Aldercar will be offering the students the chance to sign up as Young Leaders, this is where they will give up their time each week to support the school in the running of DofE. Places for Young Leaders will be limited and will require a second application form to be completed, once accepted on the Silver Award students will be able to request this form.
The Young Leaders Programme is a great opportunity to give back to your Licensed Organisation, community, and other young people. You will also get to develop new skills, have fun along the way and have something else for your CV!
eDofE and the DofE App 
Participants will use eDofE, the programme’s digital platform, to plan activities and track their progress. 
Accounts will be set up by the school, and students will receive their login details during an introductory session. The DofE app is also available free of charge from Google Play and the App Store. 
Enrolment and Costs 
The initial enrolment fee is £35 per participant, which includes: 
· A Welcome Pack, sent directly to your home address 
· A personalised DofE Discount Card 
· Administrative and material costs 
Additional costs related to the expedition will be communicated in the new year.
To enrol your child, please complete and return the enclosed enrolment form and reply slip by Thursday 22 October 2026. 
Please note that places are limited and will be subject to a review of students’ behaviour records. Places will be confirmed after the October half-term break and then payment costs for the enrolment pack will be added to Arbor. 
If you have any questions or require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me by email. 
Yours faithfully, 
Mr R Prest 
Head of Maths & DofE Manager 
Email: rprest@aldercarhigh.co.uk 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REPLY SLIP – To be returned by Thursday 22 October 2026
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 2026/27 
Please sign the declaration below and return this reply slip with the completed enrolment form. 
I understand that I will be required to pay the £35 enrolment fee once my child’s place has been confirmed. 
I give permission for my child: 
Student name: ______________________________________________________________ 
to participate in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award programme. 
I understand that it is my responsibility to check that any activity my child undertakes as part of their DofE programme is appropriately managed and insured, unless the activity is directly managed or organised by their DofE group, centre or Licensed Organisation. 
Parent/Carer signature: _____________________________________________ 
Print name: _____________________________________________ 
Date: _____________________________________________ 
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