
 
 
 
 
 

 
Proud Headteacher: Mr P Smith 

 

 

Dear members of the Aldercar High School Community, 

It is sometimes easy, amid the pace of school life, to move quickly from one week to the next without 

stopping to notice just how much our young people achieve.  This week, I have particularly enjoyed 

seeing the little moments that demonstrate what Aldercar is all about: students working hard, 

supporting one another, responding positively to encouragement and taking pride in doing the right 

thing.  Those moments may not always make the headlines, but collectively they create the positive, 

inclusive school culture we want for our young people and show that our values of Ready, Respectful 

and Responsible are lived. 

Date Reminder - On Friday the 23rd of October, Aldercar High School will be closed as it is one of 

our INSET Days.  We will then reopen on, after half term, on Monday the 2nd of November. 

 

Newsletter quote of the week: 

“Just one small positive thought in the morning can change your whole day.” — Dalai Lama 

 

 

Curriculum Captures: History 

Year 7 

Year 7 have been learning about what it means to be a historian. We have been investigating 

evidence, coming to conclusions; understanding what Anglo Saxon society was like. They have 

been doing a fantastic job of developing core skills to become intelligent and skilful historians. 
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Year 8 

Year 8 have been learning about the British empire. They have been investigating case studies and 

weighing up evidence to understand how the empire grew, the positives and negatives and 

understanding its impact. 

 

 

 

Year 9 

Year 9 have been analysing 1930s Germany to understand why the Nazis gained power. They have 

been looking at politics, government; social change as well as how the Nazis changed the lives of 

ordinary people. After October we will use this knowledge to further investigate the effects of the 

Holocaust. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 10 

Year 10 have been diving into medicine. We are investigating how medicine progressed from the 

medieval times up to modern times. We have been making judgements on grotesque practises, 

crazy theories to understanding peoples beliefs. 

 

 

Year 11 

Year 11 have been investigating 1066 and how Britain developed and changed under the Normans. 

 

 

 

 



NGRT Reading Tests 

Year 7 will be completing an NGRT (New Group Reading Test) in their Computing lessons next 

week. These are similar to the Sparx Reading tests but will give much more detail about student 

reading ability and any areas that need improvement. We will then use both tests to determine which 

students need further reading support and which intervention would help them make more progress.  

At Aldercar High School we believe that reading is a foundational skill that, when improved, will 

enable learning in all areas of the curriculum. This will then boost achievement and progress; GCSE 

examinations are set at an average reading age of 16 years and 7 months. Therefore, any reading 

you can do with your child at home really supports their learning, even when they reach their teenage 

years. To support reading at home, all students will have a Sparx Reader log in that matches their 

normal school log in and be accessible from home as well as in 

school. Students also have an opportunity to take out reading books 

from our well-stocked library with students in Year 7 and 8 having a 

dedicated Library lesson each week to facilitate this. 

NGRT tests will be rolled out for some students in other year groups 

later in the Autumn Term where we need a clearer picture of student 

reading ability and any challenges they may have. 

 

 

Sparx Reader. Maths and Science Update 

            

 

 

 

 



Amber Valley Indoor Atheletics Competition 

On Wednesday afternoon, our wonderful Year 7 and Year 8 students travelled to Alfreton Leisure 
Centre to represent the school in the Amber Valley School Sport Partnership (AVSSP) Indoor 
Sportshall Athletics competition. 

It was a high-energy event and the students threw themselves into multiple different activities. 

Out of 7 competing schools from across the region, our team put in an outstanding performance to 
secure a fantastic 3rd place finish overall! 

Every single student gave 100% in their events, pushing themselves to the limit while demonstrating 
superb team spirit. They were an absolute credit to our school community and should be incredibly 
proud of their achievements. 

A huge congratulations to all our athletes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ada Lovelace Day 

 

Well Done Everyone for your efforts during the Maths Ada Lovelace Treasure Hunt. 

Over 100 Students completed the treasure hunt and have now 

received their R Points. 

 

I was particularly impressed by one student who went over to 

Hucknall to visit Ada's grave, and also found out some facts about 

Ada and this is what she wrote. 

 

"Ada was buried next to her father in Hucknall, her father was Lord 

Byron. She was the world's first computer programmer but she did 

not receive much recognition when she was alive. She died from 

Uterine Cnancer and sadly she was a compulsive gambler. She died 

at the age of 36, which was the same age as her dad."  

      

 



Year 11 Mock Exams 

Year 11 have made a fantastic start to this academic year, and in the Photography mock exam 

yesterday, students produced some fantastic work that they should be incredibly proud of.  

Please find below the Year 11 mock exam timetable for November. Exams will begin at 9.15am 

each day. Students should come to school at the normal time of 8.20am so they can prepare for 

their mock exams.  

Afternoon exams will begin at 1.15pm. Please note that exams for some students will finish after our 

usual finish time of 2.55pm, and therefore please bear this in mind if you need to make alternative 

arrangements for travel home from school. 

 

On Friday 6th November, there will be an exam rules assembly instead of Year 11s normal PE 

lesson. Students may be then released from school at around 2.40pm. If you need your child to stay 

in school until 2.55pm, then please do let Mrs Larkin know by Wednesday 4th November.  

Thank you for your ongoing support of Year 11. 

 

Rewards Shop Opens Its Doors 

We are delighted to announce that our new Rewards Shop officially opened today! Over the past 

few weeks, students have been working hard to earn R Points by consistently demonstrating our 

school values of being Ready, Respectful and Responsible. It has been fantastic to see so many 

students collecting points and taking pride in their positive behaviour, effort and contributions to 

school life. 

Year 11 students have already enjoyed spending their hard-earned R Points on a range of exciting 

rewards and goodies, with something available for everyone. The Rewards Shop is a great way to 

recognise and celebrate the excellent choices our students make every day. 
Next week's opening schedule is: 

• Year 10: Monday 

• Year 9: Tuesday 

• Year 8: Wednesday 

• Year 7: Thursday 



We encourage all students to keep earning their R 

Points and look forward to seeing many more visits 

to the Rewards Shop throughout the year. Well 

done to everyone who has embraced our Ready, 

Respectful, and Responsible values! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity Day 1 Rewards Trips – Letters Have Arrived! 🎉 

 

 

There was plenty of excitement around school today as students   

who have achieved our 95% R Points standard received their 

Activity Day 1 preference letters! 

As a reward for consistently being Ready, Respectful and 

Responsible, students now have the opportunity to express    

their interest in one of our fantastic rewards trips: 

🎄 Nottingham Christmas Market (Key Stage 4 students only) 

         ⛸️ Roller World, Derby (Key Stage 3 students only) 

                 🎬 Ilkeston Cinema (Open to all students) 

These trips are a celebration of the hard work, positive attitudes and excellent conduct our students 

demonstrate every day. We are delighted to be able to offer such exciting experiences as a reward 

for their commitment and achievement. 

To secure a place on one of these trips, students must maintain the 95% R Points standard by 

Friday 13 November. Following this date, confirmation letters will be issued to eligible students. 

Keep up the fantastic work and continue collecting those R Points. We can't wait to see our students 

enjoying these well-earned rewards! 🌟🏆🎉 



Duke of Edinburgh Update 

 

This week saw the launch of the Bronze and Silver DofE Scheme in school, 

Year 9 and 10 were all handed letters about the scheme and if they want to 

take part they need to return the reply slips to Mr Prest by Thursday 22nd 

October. 

Details for Gold DofE for Year 11 will be coming after October half term, so 

please keep on submitting evidence. 

 

 

Have Your Say on Crime and Community Safety in Derbyshire 

The Derbyshire Police and Crime Commissioner, Nicole Ndiweni-Roberts, is inviting young 

people to share their views on crime, anti-social behaviour and community safety through the annual 

Listening to You Survey.  

The survey helps to ensure that the Commissioner’s priorities reflect the issues that matter most to 

people living in Derbyshire. Young people's perspectives are especially important, and students in 

Year 10 and above are encouraged to take part.  

The survey takes approximately four minutes to complete and is open to Derbyshire residents. 

Parents, carers and school staff who live in Derbyshire are also welcome to share their views.  

Take part in the Listening to You Survey 2026/27:  

Police & Crime Commissioner Nicolle Ndiweni-Roberts' Listening To You Survey 2026/27 

 

 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=LQIKrg1jlkO4-1jbMGG5G2wnNKZFyDVMtNDMNdAkMY1UNDhPOE5HOTBLS0pLTDFFREhMT0c4VjMxNCQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl


 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 
 

Diary Dates 

Tuesday 20th October – Post-16 Inclusion Open Evening 

Friday 23rd October – Inset Day 

Monday 25th-29th October – Half Term Week 

Thursday 5th and Friday 6th November – London Trip 

Monday 9th – Friday 20th November – Year 11 Mock Exams 

Wednesday 11th November – Remembrance Day/Dress to Impress 

Wednesday 2nd December – Year 10 Parents Evening 16:00-19:00 

Friday 4th December – Inset Day 

Monday 7th - Friday 11th December – Rewards Assemblies 

Thursday 10th December – Christmas Talent Show 

Wednesday 16th December – Activity Day 1 

Friday 18th December - Last Day of Term 
 
 

Kind Regards 

Phil Smith 

Proud Headteacher Aldercar High School 
'Every child known, every lesson counts, every future unlocked' 
Chair of the Inclusion Strategy Group 

Daltons Close, Langley Mill, Nottinghamshire, NG16 4HL 
Tel: 01773 712477  Email: info@aldercarhighschool.co.uk 
www.aldercarhigh.co.uk 
 

 


