
 
 
 
 
 

 
Proud Headteacher: Mr P Smith 

 

Dear members of the Aldercar High School community, 

As we reach the end of another busy half term, I want to take a moment to say how incredibly proud 

I am of our school community.  Schools are about so much more than lessons, results and 

timetables; they are about people, relationships and belonging.  Every day at Aldercar, I see young 

people growing in confidence, staff going above and beyond, and families working alongside us to 

help our students succeed. We will always have things we want to improve, but I hope everyone 

can pause for a moment and recognise just how much there is to be proud of. 

At the heart of everything we do is a simple belief: every young person deserves to feel that they 

belong, that they are valued and that they can succeed. Our expectations remain high because 

we believe deeply in what our students are capable of.  Being Ready, Respectful and Responsible 

is not simply a set of words; it is about the culture we create together, every single day.  Thank you 

to our students, staff, parents and carers for the part you have played this half term. I hope everyone 

enjoys a well-earned break and returns refreshed and ready for our next chapter. 

Term date reminder - We already look forward to welcoming our wonderful young people back on 

Monday the 2nd of November 2026. 

 

Newsletter quote of the week: 

"Success is the sum of small efforts, repeated day in and day out." – Robert Collier 

 

Diary Dates 

Friday 23rd October – Inset Day 

Monday 25th-29th October – Half Term Week 

Thursday 5th and Friday 6th November – London Trip 

Monday 9th – Friday 20th November – Year 11 Mock Exams 

Wednesday 11th November – Remembrance Day/Dress to Impress 

Wednesday 2nd December – Year 10 Parents Evening 16:00-19:00 

Friday 4th December – Inset Day 

Monday 7th - Friday 11th December – Rewards Assemblies 

Thursday 10th December – Christmas Talent Show 

Wednesday 16th December – Activity Day 1 

Friday 18th December - Last Day of Term 

Curriculum Captures: Technology 

 

Every Child Known 
Every Lesson Counts 
Every Future Unlocked 

Weekly Newsletter 22nd October 2026 



Year 7 – Block Bots 

Year 7 students have been developing their block bot projects — creative small wooden block bots! 

The bots are made from 40 mm × 40 mm wooden heads and 60 mm × 60 mm wooden bodies. 

Students have been enjoying their first practical project since arriving at Aldercar. 

Small blocks… BIG ideas!  

        

 

Year 8 – Wooden Gum Ball Machines 

Year 8 students have been developing their practical skills by making impressive wooden gum ball 
machines. 
Very impressive skills on display — some amazing work! 

Creative design meets practical skill.  

    

 

Year 9- Green Energy 

Year 9 have been set a challenging project based on green energy. Some very impressive 
designs are taking shape! 
Students have designed and made timber wind turbines. After half term, there will be a competition 
to find the best and most effective turbine blades. 

Students could win numerous chocolatey prizes!  

       

 

Year 10 – Construction 



Year 10 construction students have been hard at work this half term. 

Practical skills have included: 

• Brickwork 

• Electrical work 

• Carpentry 

Real skills. Real futures.  

                      

Year 11 – Unit 3 Coursework 

Year 11 students have been extremely busy producing practical outcomes for their Unit 3 
coursework. 

Excellent tiling skills are evident in the photographs, with some outstanding work produced by the 
students. 

Fantastic work — well done!  

                     

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Post-16 Inclusion Centre Open Evening 

We were delighted to welcome students and families from many local schools to our Post-16 
Inclusion Centre Open Evening on Tuesday 20th October. The evening was well attended and 
provided a wonderful opportunity to showcase the fabulous learning opportunities, activities and 
support we offer, alongside our new space. Thank you to everyone who joined us—we thoroughly 
enjoyed sharing what makes our provision such a welcoming and inclusive place to learn. If your 
young person has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) and is looking for a local Post-16 
placement, please get in touch using the contact details provided below. Visits can be arranged so 
you can meet the team, explore the Centre and find out more about our provision. 

Anne Foster - Post-16 Inclusion Co-ordinator - afoster@aldercarhighschool.co.uk 

Sue Longdon - Post-16 Inclusion Deputy - slongdon@aldercarhighschool.co.uk 

Telephone: 01773 712477 

 

Our Rewards Shop Is Now Open! 

We are delighted to announce that our new Rewards Shop 
is now open, and it has already got off to a fantastic start, 
with more than 250 students visiting the shop during its 
very first week! 

Students have been enjoying the opportunity to spend their 
hard-earned R Points on a range of rewards, from sweets, 
chocolate and stationery to games and sports equipment. 

The shop has been designed to give students something 
exciting to work towards, recognising their positive 
behaviour, effort and achievements throughout school. With 
rewards available at different point values, there is 
something for everyone, whether students choose to save 
up for a bigger reward or enjoy a smaller treat along the way. 

It has been fantastic to see so many students getting 
involved and taking pride in spending the points they have 
earned. The Rewards Shop is just one part of our wider 
rewards scheme, with exciting reward trips coming soon, 
giving students even more to aim for and look forward to! 

As the scheme continues to grow, we hope to see students 
continuing to demonstrate our school values by being 
Ready, Respectful and Responsible, making positive 
choices and taking pride in their achievements every day. 

Earn • Collect • Redeem — every positive choice counts! 

 



100% Students  

A huge congratulations to 560 students who have achieved 100% this half term and are currently 

eligible for our reward day! The school is incredibly proud of your commitment, dedication and 

hard work. Keep up the excellent effort, maintain these high standards, and continue to make 

yourselves and the school proud! Letters regarding the rewards trip have been sent home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports Hall Athletics 

On Tuesday six student stook part in some Sports Hall Athletics at Alfreton Leisure centre. They 

were a credit to the school and even had a few positive comments from other schools about our 

behaviour/politeness 🙂. 

The students took part in a range of activities such as standing long jump, standing throw, speed 

bounce and relay races. The students placed 2nd out of 5 schools which was a fantastic result. They 

each received a well-earned certificate. 

 



Cross Country Compettion 

A chilly afternoon on Wednesday at John Flamsteed for cross country with some of our year 7 and 
8 students who did really well and gave their race their very best efforts!  

Each race consisted of around 40-50 students. Those who finished top 20 qualify to race for Amber 
Valley. 

Y7  

Alan K 18th 
Rio H 21st 
Dexter K 22nd 
Phoebe H25th 
Amber W 32nd 
Felicity M 24th 

 

 

 

Life Skills Sessions 

During Life Skills sessions this half term, students have 
been learning about instructions and the importance of 
reading, understanding and following them carefully. Topics 
have included making a ham and cheese sandwich, creating 
origami, writing instructions to match pictures, and following 
step-by-step instructions to decorate pumpkins. Throughout 
these activities, students have explored the importance of 
giving clear, specific instructions in the correct order, 
learning that vague or unclear directions can lead to 
confusion and unexpected results. These practical activities 
have helped students develop their communication, 
sequencing and problem-solving skills while recognising 
how important clear instructions are in everyday life. 

 

Y8  

Lily H 29th 
Ivyleigh D 28th 
Daisy H 27th 
George J 29th 
Mikey M26th 
Harry P 17th 
 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



School Ties 

As we approach the half-term break, it is a good opportunity to remind everyone of the high 

standards that make our school community such a positive place to learn. Clear expectations help 

ensure that all students are ready to succeed and take pride in representing our school. 

Ties to be Worn After Half-Term 

From the first day back after half-term, all students are expected to wear their school tie as part of 

the full school uniform. Wearing the correct uniform demonstrates our school values of being Ready, 

Respectful and Responsible every day. 

• Ready – Wearing the correct uniform ensures students are prepared for learning from the 

moment they arrive at school. 

• Respectful – Taking pride in our appearance shows respect for ourselves, our peers and our 

school community. 

• Responsible – Following our uniform expectations demonstrates personal responsibility and 

a commitment to our school standards. 

We would like to thank parents and carers for their continued support in helping students arrive at 

school wearing the correct uniform each day. We look forward to welcoming everyone back after 

half-term looking smart, professional and ready to learn. 

 

Ready. Respectful. Responsible. Every day. 
 

 

 

 

    Exciting Partnership with KTCo Studios     

We are delighted to be working in partnership with KTCo Studios, one of the East Midlands’ leading 
performing arts studios, to create new opportunities for students within the Aldercar High School 
Performing Arts Department. 
Our brand-new Dance Club launches on Friday 6th November at lunchtime, where students will 
have the opportunity to work with KTCo Studios and their BTEC Level 3 students. 
Each half term will focus on a different style of dance, giving students the chance to develop new 
skills, build confidence and experience different styles of performance. The group will then work 
towards creating a performance for our Summer Showcase. 

             Starts: Friday 6th November 

        13:15–13:35 

    P02 

      Collect a lunch pass from Mrs Wilde. Lunch can be collected afterwards. 

All abilities are welcome! 
This is just the start of our exciting partnership, so look out for more opportunities coming from KTCo 

Studios and the Aldercar High School Performing Arts Department!        

 



 



 



   





 

 



 



 



Kind Regards 

Phil Smith 

Proud Headteacher Aldercar High School 
'Every child known, every lesson counts, every future unlocked' 
Chair of the Inclusion Strategy Group 

Daltons Close, Langley Mill, Nottinghamshire, NG16 4HL 
Tel: 01773 712477  Email: info@aldercarhighschool.co.uk 
www.aldercarhigh.co.uk 
 

 


