
As we reach the end of this half term, it feels like the right moment to pause and reflect. I have 
now had the privilege of serving as Head of School for just under a year, and as we head into  
Easter, this newsletter marks both the end of one era and the beginning of the next for Aldercar 
High School. 

I want to say a genuine and heartfelt thank you to our parents and carers, our students, and our 
staff for the trust, support and encouragement you have shown throughout this interim period. 
Leading the school during this time has been an honour, and I am incredibly proud of the way our 
community has pulled together, remained positive, and continued to put students first every single 
day. 

This half term has captured the very best of Aldercar. From National Careers Week and Science 
Week, to trips, visits, sporting fixtures and enrichment opportunities, our students have thrown 
themselves into learning both in and beyond the classroom. The experiences shared in this      
newsletter reflect a school that is ambitious, outward-looking and committed to ensuring every 
child is known, every lesson counts, and every future is unlocked. 

This week has also seen the introduction of our new mobile phone system in school. The impact has 
already been noticeable and extremely positive. Students are experiencing fewer distractions    
during the school day, lessons are calmer and more focused, and social interactions around school 
have improved. Thank you to students and parents for supporting this change so constructively as 
we continue to embed high expectations that support learning and wellbeing. 

Looking ahead, the summer term brings an important academic focus. When we return after    
Easter, we are just one week away from Year 10 mock examinations, and four weeks away from the 
start of exams for our Year 11 and Year 13 students. The coming weeks will be crucial, and I know 
our students will continue to rise to the challenge with the support of our dedicated staff and 
families. 

As we close this chapter, I remain immensely proud of our school and grateful for the opportunity 
to have led Aldercar through this period of transition. After Easter, I look forward to handing 
over to our new Headteacher, Mr Smith, confident that the school is in a strong position and      
excited for the next phase of our journey together. 

I wish you all a restful and enjoyable Easter break and look forward to seeing everyone return   
refreshed, focused and ready for the term ahead. 

 

I am excited and truly looking forward to joining the Aldercar High School community after    
Easter. I recognise that the past year has brought change and uncertainty, and I want to begin by 
thanking staff, students and families for their resilience and commitment during that time. 

I have already had the privilege of being in school for a number of days over the last two weeks 
and my first impressions are exceptionally positive.  I have been welcomed warmly by students and 
staff and there is a genuinely a lovely atmosphere.  Thank you to everyone for such a wonderful  
introduction period. 

All of my experiences of our school, even since submitting my application, have left me genuinely 
enthusiastic to begin building on the many strengths already in place. I look forward to leading our 
community in a way that nurtures a culture of inclusivity, pride and high expectations, while       
fostering a deep sense of belonging and ensuring that no child is forgotten.  

We will challenge our young people to live our values of Ready, Respectful and Responsible as we 
believe these values are values for life.  However, these same values will become a daily currency 
that will also enable our young people to be celebrated for meeting them.   

I look forward to sharing more detail and to meeting the whole school community in the near      
future at our calendared events.  However, if parents and carers see me out and about please do 
not hesitate to come and say hello. 

March 2026 

Mr BlakeñHead of School 

Mr Smith - Headteacher 



As exam season is this term we would like to remind you of the following  
guidance.  

Try to have a good breakfast before your exams have as this will help you to 
concentrate. Remember our breakfast club is open from 8am until 8:25     
every day and will be based in the sixth form refectory after the easter   
holidays, please see Mrs Roe, Mrs Mee, Miss Tyrrell or Miss Peplow if you 
would like to attend this. 

 

Please follow the guidance below: 

 

¶ Arrive at school on time and go to roll call and switch off mobile phone 
and hand over. 

¶ Most exams will take place in the Sports Hall ð any exceptions are         
indicated on the timetable. 

¶  Make your way to the exam and wait outside the room.  You will be       
escorted into the room by a member of staff. 

¶ Check the seating plan. 

¶ Exam conditions start as soon as you enter the room. 

¶ Bring your own equipment to each exam in a clear plastic case. 

¶ Bring a clear bottle of water with the label removed.  Food is not          
allowed, except for Art exams. 

¶ Remove your wrist watch/Airpods/earphones/smart glasses and leave 
them in your bag. Your bag will be left in a designated secure room. 

¶ Invigilators will give you instructions once you are seated.  

¶ Raise your hand if you have any queries. 

¶ Go to your normal lessons when you donõt have exams. 

  
Good luck!   
 
 
 
 





Date Start time Subject 

23rd & 24th April Full day Art 

30th April & 1st May Full day Photography 

5th May 9:15 Health and social Care 

7th May 9:15 Sport 

7th & 8th May Full day Spanish Speaking 

11th May 9:15 English Literature P1 

11th May 13:15 Business P1 

12th May 13:15 Biology P1 / Combined Science Biology P1  

13th May 9:15 Geography P1 

14th May 9:15 Maths P1 (Calc)  

15th May 9:15 History P1 

15th May 13:15 Polish Speaking 

18th May 9:15 Chemistry P1 / Combined Science Chemistry  P1  

19th May 9:15 English Literature P2 

21st May 9:15 English Language P1 

21st May 13:15 Business P2 

2nd June 9:15 Physics P1 / Combined Science Physics P1  

2nd June 13:15 Polish Listening and Reading  

2nd June 13:15 Statistics P1 

3rd June 9:15 Maths P2 (Non Calc)  

3rd June 13:15 Geography P2 

4th June 9:15 History P2 

5th June 9:15 English Language P2 

8th June 9:15 Biology P2  / Combined Science Biology  

8th June 13:15 Further Maths P1 

9th June 9:15 Spanish Listening and Reading  

9th June 13:15 History P3 

9th June 13:15 Construction- On Screen 

10th June 9:15 Maths (Calc) P3  

11th June 9:15 Geography P3 

12th June 9:15 Chemistry P2 / Combined Chemistry P2  

12th June  13:15 Polish Writing H 

12th June 13:15 Statistics P2 

15th June 9:15 Physics P2 / Combined Science Physics P2  

15th June 13:15 Further Maths P2  

16th June 9:15 Spanish Writing  



Date Start time Subject 

11th May 13:15 Health and Social Care 

12th May 9:15 Geography ADV P1 

12th May 9:15 Chemisty AS P1 

13th May 13:15 Business P1 

14th May 13:15 Criminology P1 

15th May 9:15 Psychology A Level Component 1 

19th May 9:15 Business P2 

19th May 9:15 Chemistry AS P2 

20th May 9:15 Psychology A Level Component 2 

20th May 13:15 Physics P1 

21st May 13:15 Geography ADV P2 

1st June 9:15 Physics P2 

2nd June 9:15 Chemistry P1 

2nd June 9:15 Chemistry A 

3rd June 13:15 Maths P1 

4th June 13:15 Biology P1 

4th June 13:15 Criminology P1 

5th June 9:15 Psychology A Level Component 3 

8th June 9:15 Physics P3 

9th June 9:15 Chemistry P2 

9th June 13:15 Business P2 

11th June 13:15 Maths P2 

12th June 9:15 Biology P2 

15th June  9:15 Chemistry P3 

15th June 9:15 Chemistry A 

16th June 9:15 Biology P3 

18th June 13:15 Maths P3 





As part of National Careers Week, Mr. Goddard took a group of our Year 10 
students to Caunton Engineering for a special insight into the world of        
apprenticeships. The visit proved to be a fantastic experience, all students 
thoroughly enjoyed the day. 

Caunton Engineering, which runs its own apprenticeship academy, hosted an 
open day for young people to explore future career pathways. Our students 
were given access to a range of areas across the siteñincluding the       
boardroom and the workshop floorñallowing them to see first-hand what an 
engineering apprenticeship involves. 

A highlight of the visit was meeting several of our ex-students who now work 
at Caunton. One former student, currently completing his apprenticeship, 
even demonstrated welding skills to the group. Moments like this truly show 
our students what is possible and how their learning in school can lead         
directly to exciting career opportunities. 

Experiences such as this emphasise the importance of preparing our students 
to be òlife ready.ó Many of our young people will go on to pursue                  
apprenticeships across a wide variety of sectors, and National Careers Week 
plays a key role in raising awareness and showcasing these routes. There are 
so many opportunities available to our students in every subject area, and  
ensuring they have the knowledge and confidence to make informed decisions 
about their future is essential. 



National Careers Week has once again been a fantastic celebration of       
opportunity, aspiration, and inspiration for our students. 

Students have been engaged, excited, and truly motivated by the range of 
visitors and workshops offered throughout the week.  

 

Collins Trucking Company Visit 

This week we welcomed Collins Trucking Company, who 
sparked a huge amount of interest from our students. 
Several pupils requested further information,          
explored apprenticeship opportunities, and are now 
considering applications for the summer. The company 
also generously donated a large amount of merchandise 
for students. 

 

BBC Workshop with Lewis Allsop 

Former Aldercar student Lewis Allsop returned to     
deliver an inspiring workshop about his journey from our 
classrooms all the way to working for the BBC. Those 
who attended were treated to an uplifting session that 
showcased the success of one of our own alumni. Lewis 
was fantastic with the students and left them feeling motivated and         
encouraged. 

 

Amber Valley School Sport Partnership (AVSSP) -Sports Industry     
Careers Session 

Representatives from AVSSP hosted a dynamic workshop exploring careers 
in the sporting industry. Students enjoyed hands-on activities, teamwork 
challenges, and healthy competition. The session was well received and      
offered great insight into a wide variety of sports-related roles. 



Derbyshire Constabulary Forensics Unit 

The Forensics Unit from Derbyshire Constabulary provided one 
of the weekõs most memorable workshops. They demonstrated 
specialist forensic equipment, and a few of our students even 
had the chance to dress up in full forensic attire! Student     
engagement was outstanding. 

 

B&Q Interactive Maths Workshop 

B&Q visited to deliver an engaging, maths-focused session 
about the role of a store manager. Year 7 students were   
especially enthusiastic and impressed our visitors with their 
engagement and curiosity. 

 

Careers in the Classroom and Beyond 

Alongside our visitors, many departments ran career-linked lessons,            
activities, and trips throughout the week. Thank you to everyone who planned, 
and delivered these sessions. 

 

Rolls Royce Museum, of Making 

Some Year 10 students visited the 
Museum of Making in Derby to    
attend a series of workshops led by 
Rolls Royce. They covered a variety 
of areas and learnt about lots of 
apprenticeship schemes available in 
areas such as non-destructive testing. 

 

Can You Help? 

We are currently planning our Careers Fair on Thursday 9th 
July. If you have contacts in any industry who may be willing 
to deliver a workshop, speak in an assembly, or host a stall at 
the fair, please get in touch.  
Email: info@aldercarhighschool.co.uk 



Students at Aldercar High School recently immersed themselves in a week of 
hands-on discovery as part of their annual Science Week celebrations. The 
event was designed to bring science to life while highlighting the wide range 
of careers linked to scientific study. 
One of the most engaging activities for students was a rat dissection     
workshop, where they were able to explore real anatomical structures and 
gain a deeper understanding of mammalian biology. The session helped       
students connect classroom learning with careers in fields such as medicine, 
veterinary science, biomedical research and forensic science. 
Students also took part in an environmental activity by making fat balls for 
bird feeders, learning about wildlife nutrition and ecosystems while           
discussing careers connected to ecology, conservation, environmental science 
and zoology. The activity highlighted how small actions can support local      
biodiversity and demonstrated the practical side of environmental science. 
In the chemistry lab, pupils were treated to a series of exciting chemistry 
demonstrations, showcasing colourful reactions, energy changes and the  
principles behind everyday materials. Alongside the demonstrations, teachers 
discussed career pathways in chemical engineering, pharmaceuticals,          
materials science and industrial chemistry. 
A particular highlight of the week was the opportunity for students to chat 
with visiting scientists, who shared insights into their work, educational  
journeys and the many different routes into scientific careers. These      
conversations helped students see how the skills they develop at school can 
lead to real-world opportunities across science, technology, engineering and 
research. 
Science Week at Aldercar High School provided an inspiring opportunity for 
students to explore the practical side of science, ask questions, and discover 
how their interests could lead to exciting future careers. 
 
 

 



Year 7 students built working models of the human lung using everyday       
recycled items. Using plastic bottles as ribcages, balloons as lungs, and 
straws as airways, pupils were able to see exactly how breathing works. By 
pulling on a balloon attached to the bottom of 
the bottle, students watched the òlungsó inflate 
and deflateñjust like in real life. The activity 
helped everyone understand how the diaphragm 
moves to draw air in and out of the body. 
The lesson combined creativity, teamwork, and 
science, showing how simple materials can bring 
biology to life. Many students said it was one of 
their favourite practical's so far this year! 

Across Years 7 to 9, Science Week was also embedded into regular science 
lessons with a range of engaging STEM-focused activities. Students            
explored stem cells by modelling cell differentiation using play dough, helping 
them visualise how specialised cells develop in the body and linking to careers 
in medical research and regenerative medicine. 
Students also learned about environmental DNA (eDNA) and how scientists 
can use traces of genetic material in water samples to detect different     
species in environments such as the ocean. This activity introduced students 
to modern techniques used in marine biology, conservation science and          
environmental monitoring.  
Finally, students put their engineering skills to the test by designing and    
creating power turbines, investigating how energy can be generated from 
movement and renewable sources. This activity linked directly to careers 
in renewable energy, engineering and sustainable technology. 
Science Week at Aldercar High School provided an inspiring opportunity for 
students to explore the practical side of science, ask questions and discover 
how their interests today could lead to exciting careers in the future. 



 
 

 

Last week, a group of intrepid students and staff swapped the classroom for 
the dramatic landscapes of Iceland. From the moment we touched down in the 
"Land of Fire and Ice," it was clear this would be a trip to remember. The       
9-hour delay on the other handénot so well remembered! 

Chasing the Lights 

Our bad luck at the start was soon swapped for good luck. On a crisp, clear 
evening, we were treated to natureõs greatest light show: the Northern Lights. 
Watching the green ribbons dance across the Arctic sky was a silent,          
awe-inspiring moment that no photograph can quite capture (though we       
certainly tried!). 

Living on the Edge 

We didn't just look at the scenery; we lived in it. Our accommodation was    
situated right at the base of a volcano, a humbling reminder of the tectonic 
forces shaping our world. To understand the science behind the scenery, we 
visited the Lava Centre, where interactive displays showed us exactly how the 
island was forged through fire. 

Waterfalls and Giants of Ice 
The Icelandic landscape is a masterclass in geography: 

The Waterfalls: We stood in the mist of towering falls, feeling the raw   
power of the water crashing into the basins below. 

The Glaciers: Getting up close to a glacier was a highlight for many, seeing 
the deep blue tints of ancient ice and learning about the changing climate 
firsthand. 

City Lights and Snowball Fights 
It wasn't all serious science, though! Between the landmarks, we found plenty 
of time for a legendary school-wide snowball fightña necessary rite of      
passage in the Icelandic snow. We wrapped up our journey in Reykjav²k, the 
worldõs northernmost capital, exploring its colourful streets and unique       
culture. 

"Seeing the things we study in class actually come to life was amazing, but the 
snowball fight with the teachers is something I'll never forget!" ñ Year 10 
Student 

A huge thank you to all the staff and students who made this trip such a    
fantastic success. Iceland was "cool" in every sense of the word! 



 

 

 



This term, our students had a fantastic opportunity to learn directly from Dr 
Tristram Irvine-Fynn, a glaciologist from Aberystwyth University. During his 
visit, Dr Irvine-Fynn shared insights into his research and the vital work    
scientists do to understand glaciers and the rapidly changing Arctic           
environment. 

Students were especially fascinated to hear what it is really like to work in 
some of the most extreme and challenging conditions on Earth. Dr              
Irvine-Fynn spoke about travelling across remote ice fields, using specialised 
scientific equipment, and working safely in Arctic environments such as 
Greenland and Svalbard. 

Our students asked thoughtful and engaging questions about his research, 
life during polar expeditions, and the techniques scientists use to gather data 
in harsh, icy landscapes. The session not only deepened their understanding 
of climate science but also inspired many to think about the exciting         
possibilities within geography and scientific careers. 

We are extremely grateful to Dr Irvine-Fynn for giving his time and          
expertise, and we are proud of the enthusiasm and curiosity shown by all of 
the  students who took part. 


