
 Event Date 
CHRISTMAS BREAK 22nd December-2nd January 

Inset Day 5th January 

Students return to school 6th January 

Year 11 and Year 13 Mock exams 12thñ23rd January 

Year 9 options/parents evening 29th January 

Year 9 options deadline 11th February 

Year 11 and Year 13 parents evening 12th February 

Last day of half term 13th February 

HALF TERM 16th-20th February 

Students return to school 23rd February 

Year 13 Finance evening 24th February 

Iceland trip 26th Februaryñ1st March 

Year 9 Geography Fieldwork week 2ndñ6th March 

Embark World Book Day workshops 18th March 

Year 11 photographs 24th March 

Year 8 parents evening 26th March 

Last day of term 27th March 

Last Day of Term 28th March 

EASTER BREAK 1st-12th April 

Merry Christmas 
&  

A Happy New Year 

December 2025 



Aldercar High School nominated 5 well-deserving students for outstanding 
achievement at the annual Embark Awards 2025 at the New Horizon Centre in 
Langley Mill.  

It was great to see our awards winners on stage alongside students from age 4 
through to age 18 as well as sharing the stage with a number of special guests 
including Giant from the game show Gladiators.  

Congratulations to all of our award winners. 

At Aldercar High School, we believe in recognizing and rewarding positive 
behaviour, dedication, and respect. Our students earn House Points for 
their attitude to learning, attendance, and overall conduct. These points 
open the door to a variety of exciting rewards! 
From shout-outs, sweets and chocolates, and positive postcards, to queue-
jump passes and even a free lunch, there are plenty of ways for students to 
feel appreciated. 
And thatõs not allñeach term, the students 
who achieve the highest number of House 
Points receive a very special reward: a cele-
bratory lunch served by Mr. Blake himself. 
A huge well done to all our hardworking stu-
dents who continue to demonstrate excel-
lence every day. Keep up the fantastic ef-
fort! 



On Wednesday 16th July some of our keenest Year 10 English students 
were taken on a literary walking trip of Nottingham! Commencing with a 
guided tour of Nottingham's fantastic library, we were regaled by tales 
about the left lion, Peter Pan, Lawrence and Bryon to name just a few. The 
trip included stops at Five leaves and Waterstones bookshops -  a real treat 
for these book lovers - before returning by train to Langley Mill. A great 
bookish day out!  

 

Our Year 7 students have truly impressed us in Technology this 
term! Theyõve created some amazing pieces of work, including fab-
ulous Block Bots that showcase their creativity and technical 
skills. A huge well done to all our budding engineers ð your hard 
work and imagination really shine through! 

 

On Wednesday 28th November the Year 13 Chemistry students attended a 
workshop run by the University of Nottingham's Chemistry department, where 
they had the opportunity to see and use some of the spectrometry and spec-
troscopy equipment in the university's laboratories.  

All of the students got to produce their own infra-red (IR) spectra of aspirin 
or salicylic acid samples, as well as have mini lectures from a number of the 
Chemistry department staff on each of the key techniques of mass spectrom-
etry, IR spectroscopy and NMR. The latter has been developed into a common-
ly known medical imaging technique, MRI; a process actually developed at the 
University of Nottingham. 

The students had a great taste of what university lectures and labs were like; 
most surprising was the scale of the facilities, where the underground teach-
ing laboratory can house over 80 students and has walls covered in fume cup-
boards! It means that when they cover the material in their course, they can 
now visualise the machines which are discussed, as well as get a feel for the 
difference between university teaching and school teaching! 



 

Aldercar High School Library held a Remember, Remember poetry competi-
tion. Students were tasked with writing a short poem about a memory. There 
were some fantastic entries and judging was difficult but our winner was 
Freya in Year 10 with õThat Wordõ: 

They think Iõm indestructible, 
Unbreakable, invincible. 
But everyone has their limit. 

A bridge ñ 
Tall and cracked and broken, 
Reflecting the state Iõm in. 

Or maybe a window ñ 
Closer and creaking and cracked open, 
Breeze smacking me in the face. 

The floorboards know the weight of me, 
Iõm burdening them and breaking me. 
The railings knew I was fragile, 
Even before that word was thrown at me. 

òJumpó she said, but I ran. 

 

Some other great entries from our students; 

 
ôI remember whenõ by Jasmine Year 10 
 
I remember when the skies were black and 

All the curtains closed. Everyone praying 

For the war to be disposed. Sons and husbands 

Packing the stuff to fight for our country our 

Land women getting ready to nurse the poor injured 

Soldiers back to health we mourn and 

Care for all our losses to all that fought 

Side by side to protect us from the 

Tragedy that had come. 



  

ôI rememberõ by Alexis Year 7 
 
I remember the time we were alive 
The laughter all around 
I will miss them 
The people in the past 
Always come back 
 
ôRemembrance Day from Another Perspectiveõ by Millie Year 7 

Remembering the story my Great-uncle told me 

Even though he said he didnõt like remembering everything 
My head was in shambles trying to picture him younger 
Even if he didnõt want to say it all, he did. 
Mud and dirt covered everywhere 
Boiling and heated in his over-sized uniform 
Reminiscing all the soldiers lost, gone but never forgotten. 
A lot of time gone, but still on our hearts 
November the time to remember 
Celebrating with poppies, red, purple, white, humans, animals and peace 
Every day they fought the war until the community brought peace 

Days after days past 
Anyone could go 
Yet he never did. 

 

 

 

 

Also, on the subject of Remembrance, were aur 
Remembrance day celebrations. Some of our    
students who are involved in local services wore 
there uniforms as a tribute to those currently 
serve or have previously served. 

 



 

The English department have been receiving lots of fantastic homework from 
Year 7 students this term. Challenged to complete a range of tasks on their cur-
rent scheme of work on Greek Mythology, (such as, for example, make their own 
Greek myth themed board game!), many pupils (and parents!) have done some 
great work. 

Perhaps one of the best examples is this wonderful effort from Lucus - his own 
version of Monopoly! 



 
 

Year 11 recently enjoyed their GCSE Geography fieldwork trip to Flamborough 
Head and Hornsea as part of the Paper 3 element of their course. At Flambor-
ough Head, students had the opportunity to see first-hand the geology and ge-
omorphology of the coastline, bringing their classroom learning about coastal 
processes to life. They then travelled to Hornsea, where they carried out 
fieldwork to investigate whether the groyne coastal management strategy is 
working effectively. 

The weather was beautiful throughout the day, and as an added highlight, stu-
dents were lucky enough to spot seals and even dolphins! It was an absolute 
pleasure to spend the day with Year 11, and we are incredibly proud of the en-

thusiasm and maturity they showed during the trip ñ not to mention their 
lovely singing on the way home! 



 

Back in September we had a Cross Country House competition for our Year 7 
students. Shipley came first, Howitt 2nd, Ormonde 
3rd and Gregg  a very close 4th. 
Some amazing times were set by students, the top 
eight students went on to compete for Aldercar 
High School against other schools at John Flam-
steed School. They all ran exceptionally well, with 
some finishing in the top ten, potentially qualifying 
for the county championship, what an amazing 
achievement! 

Year 8 boys travelled to Sleetmoor United to compete in two games of football. 
In their first match against Ripley Academy, the team showed fantastic deter-
mination and discipline, holding their opponents to a hard-fought 0ð0 draw. 
Their second game was against Heanor Gate School, where despite a spirited 
performance and moments of excellent teamwork, the boys were defeated 4ð1. 
Throughout both matches, the team demonstrated impressive dedication, resili-
ence, and a strong sense of teamwork.  
We look forward to Round 2 after Christmas, where the boys will continue to 
build on their experience and showcase their growing skills. 

 

 

 

On October 7th, a group of our students demonstrated outstanding initiative 
and leadership by volunteering at the Amber Valley Sports Partnership event 
held at Heanor Leisure Centre. The event saw local primary school children com-
peting in an exciting indoor Sportshall Athletics event, and our students played 
a key role in making it a success. 
They managed and officiated various activities through-
out the evening, ensuring everything ran smoothly and 
fairly. Their professionalism and enthusiasm did not go 
unnoticedñLiam Start from Amber Valley Sport shared 
very positive feedback, praising their efforts and com-
mitment. 
A huge thank you to these students for representing 
our school so brilliantly and supporting the local community.  


