
Use creative or visual art in many
potential jobs: art therapy, curator, art 
direction, teaching, animation, 
illustration, photography, interior 
design, architecture, computer games 
designer, graphic design etc.

Make a career out of 
creative or visual arts

THE ART & DESIGN
CURRICULUM

Complete 
foundation course 
and/or study
creative or visual 
arts at University

Study BTEC Level 3 
Art and Design at 6th

form 

YEAR

11

YEAR

10

YEAR 9 OPTIONS 

EVENING EVENING 
YEAR

9

AFRICAN INSECT UNIT

GOLDEN FISH UNIT

HUNDERTWASSER UNIT

FORMAL ELEMENTS UNIT

Students complete a range of tasks  learning about the formal elements 
of art. Line, Shape, Tone, Colour, Texture, Space, Form and Pattern.  
They are introduced to arrange of materials, techniques and processes 
necessary for their art education

YEAR

7
Take part in 

Transition day 

activities at AHS

ROAD MAP

TO

Students focus on an ability 

to record from second hand 

observation using basic 

shapes, grid methods, tonal 

shade and monotone 

colour.  Students 

demonstrate and ability to 

experiment with materials, 

processes and techniques 

developing a collaborative 

final piece based on the 

work of Chuck Close

. 

.

.

PORTRAIT UNIT 3

PRESENT 

(FINAL PIECES 

AND 

EVALUATIONS)

EXPLORE 

(MATERIALS, 

PROCESSES 

AND 

TECHNIQUES) 

DEVELOP 

(CREATIVITY 

AND 

IMAGINATION) UNDERSTAND 

(ARTISTS, ART 

STYLES AND 

CULTURES)

RECORD 

(DRAWING)

AQA Art and design 

and/or Photography

Unit 1: Portfolio

AO4: Present a personal and 
meaningful response that realises 
intentions and, where appropriate, 
makes connections between visual and 
other elements

AO1: Develop ideas 
through sustained and 
focused investigations 
informed by contextual 
and other sources, 
demonstrating analytical 
and critical understanding

AO3: Record ideas, 
observations and insights 
relevant to intentions, 
reflecting critically on 
work and progress.

.

Continue in 

creative or 

visual arts as 

additional 

interest

Assessment:  Record, Explore 

Students demonstrate an ability to record observations from 
second hand observation and  investigate and reproduce the 
style of Friedensreich Hundertwsser using colour, collage and 
printmaking techniques.
Students demonstrate an ability to reflect on their progress and 
respond to feedback to develop a final piece

Assessment:  Record, Understand, 

Explore, Develop, Present 

Media: Coloured 

pencils, collage, 

pressprint

Media:  Drawing 

pencil, paint, pen, 3d 

cardboard sculpture, 

Paper mache

HOMEWORK PROJECT 2- 4 task 8 
week extended learning project

Students demonstrate an ability to record 
observations, understand composition and 
look at and develop patterns based on the 
art of Mexico utilising reflective symmetry 
and using watercolour pencils
Students demonstrate an ability to reflect 
on their progress and respond to feedback 
to develop a final piece developing basic 
skill in the use of clay and glaze

MEXICAN UNIT

HOMEWORK PROJECT 3- 4 task 8 
week extended learning project

Media:  Watercolour 

pencils, clay, glaze

Assessment:  Record, 

Explore, Present Students demonstrate an ability to record observations from both 
first and second hand and explore their imagination to compose a 
piece of work based on Paul Klee’s Golden Fish following analysis of 
the artwork.  Students demonstrate an ability to explore materials 
and reflect on their progress and respond to feedback to develop a 
final piece developing basic skill in wax resist and batik

Media:  Drawing 

pencil, 

watercolour/ink, wax 

resist, batik

YEAR

8

HOMEWORK PROJECT 1- 4 task 8 
week extended learning project

Media: Coloured 

pencils, posterpaint, 

pressprint

Assessment:  Record, Explore,  

Present 

HOMEWORK PROJECT 2- 4 task 8 
week extended learning project

Assessment:  Record, Understand, 

Explore, Develop, Present 

HOMEWORK PROJECT 3- 4 task 8 
week extended learning project

JON 

BURGERMAN 

UNIT

Students demonstrate an 

ability to record observations

using the grid method, they 

investigate the work of Jon 

Burgerman and use 

imagination to develop 

characters and a continuous 

line portrait.  They 

demonstrate care, and 

control with materials and 

present their work with pride

Students demonstrate an 

ability to reflect on their 

progress and respond to 

feedback

Media: Drawing pencil, 

collage, oil pastel

Assessment:  Record, 

Understand, Explore,  

Present 

HOMEWORK PROJECT 1- 4 task 8 
week extended learning project

Students demonstrate an 

ability to record observations 

in pencil and colour from first 

and second hand. Students

investigate and reproduce the 

style of others, looking at a 

range of Pop artists, and 

develop ideas towards a final 

outcome.

POP ART CANS UNIT

Media: Drawing pencil, 

coloured pencils, acrylic 

paint, cardboard 

construction, paper 

mache

Assessment:  Record, Understand, 

Explore, Develop, Present 

HOMEWORK PROJECT 2- 4 task 8 
week extended learning project

Assessment:  Record, Understand, 

Explore, Develop, Present 

Media: Drawing pencil, 

coloured pencils, acrylic 

paint

Assessment:  Record, Understand, 

Explore, Develop, Present 

HOMEWORK PROJECT 3- 4 task 8 
week extended learning project

After school 

intervention 

sessions available

Unit  2

EXAM

After school 

intervention 

sessions available

HOMEWORK PROJECT 1- 4 task 8 
week extended learning project

Students demonstrate an ability to 

experiment with materials and 

processes; develop ideas and reflect 

on their progress to present a final 

response in 3D

Media: Pen, coloured 

pencils, cardboard net 

construction

Students explore the work of Op and Abstract artists, particularly Bridget Riley 

looking at her use of shape and distortion.  They progress through to using 

colour showing understanding of the colour wheel and colour theory.  

Following the exploration stage they then select, adapt and refine work 

towards a 3D box construction showcasing their development

Students demonstrate an ability to record 
detailed observations in pencil and colour
from secondhand observation before exploring 
and recreating the pattern work of African Art 
using geometric shapes and natural colours.
Students demonstrate an ability to experiment 
with materials and processes; develop ideas 
and reflect on their progress to present a final 
response

Introduction to the course and 

Assessment Objectives.  Students will 

be introduced to a range of artists and 

materials/techniques.  They will 

develop drawing and recording skills 

and learn to sustain an idea from 

inception to final piece. Begin work on 

coursework

AO2: Explore and select 
appropriate resources, media, 
materials, techniques and 
processes, reviewing and 
refining ideas as work 
develops.

Unit 1: Portfolio
Complete and refine work for 

presentation

Unit 2: Externally 

Set Assignment

Paper release Jan:
Select one title and work 
towards final piece.  
Finale piece completed in 
set 10  hours.  Must show 
understanding of all 
assessment objectives


