
Use skills from English in potential 

careers and life: organisation, 

using inference, reading 

accurately, communication, 

writing accurately, 

understanding emotions and 

situation, having an 

understanding of society and 

people in it.

Get a job directly 
related to English: 
Law, journalism, 

writer, PR, 
marketing. 

THE ENGLISH
CURRICULUM

Study English
at University

Study A level 
English at 6th form 

YEAR

11

YEAR

10

The Curious Incident
of the Dog in the Night -
Time

YEAR

9 Homework booklet 3.

Short stories 

Students spend time 
Expanding their 
knowledge of the 
fiction form by reading 
a range of short stories 
across a range of time 
periods. Students 
analyse the ways the 
stories are written and 
use these techniques 
to refine their own 
writing skills. 

Culture texts

Students study a range of 
poetry from different 
cultures. Students analyse 
language and structure 
of poetry as well as using 
poems in an imaginative 
way to develop their 
writing skills.  Homework booklet 1 

Homework booklet 2

YEAR

8

Homework booklet 2

First 300 minutes

A series of lessons based on 
Ruby Redfort designed to get 
students back into learning at 
the start of year 8. A writing 
assessment is also completed 
in order to assess strengths 
and weaknesses. Skills gained 
in the Y7 units are closely 
referred to here.

Reading and writing - fiction

Students study one novel and one 
play in year 8. Again an emphasis 
is put on studying a whole text and 
the development of characters 
and plot. Students also build on 
year 7 skills by studying the writer’s 
craft in more detail. Students are 
to use this opportunity to transfer 
these techniques into their own 
writing. Non –fiction and poetry 
texts are also used to supplement 
the understanding of the novel.

Reading and writing – non fiction 

Students build on their experiences 
in year 7. Students read a range of 
non – fiction news articles in order to 
understand how writer’s use 
techniques of non –fiction. These 
techniques are then used by 
students in their own non – fiction 
writing. In addition to this students 
use spoken language to practise 
using non – fiction features.  

Shakespeare 

Students complete a unit of 
work on Shakespeare. This 
includes work on context and 
reading extracts from a 
number of plays. Reading and 
writing skills are developed 
through this SOW.  This looks 
forward in a gentle way to 
studying Shakespeare at KS4.. 

Reading and writing non –
fiction 

Students read a range of 
non – fiction texts in order 
to identify typical features 
to use in their own writing. 
Students also develop 
their writing skills such as 
sentences, vocabulary 
and punctuation through 
planning and writing a 
range of non –fiction texts. 

Summer reading project given out 
in primary. This gives students the 
opportunity to reflect on their 
reading experiences so far.

Homework booklet 3

Writing – fiction texts

Students develop their writing skills 
such as sentences, vocabulary and 
punctuation through planning and 
writing a range of fiction texts 
throughout year 7. Students are also 
encouraged to be imaginative and 
draw on fiction texts they have read 
themselves. Skills for writing are 
embedded into SOW throughout the 
year and dedicated writing SOW.  
Following on from the Novel Study, 
this allows skills to be further 
embedded and developed. 

Novel study

Students study two novels 
in year 7 – one at the 
beginning of the year and 
one at the end of the 
year. Students develop 
their reading and writing 
skills through studying 
characters and analysing 
the writer’s craft. 

First 300 minutes

A series of lessons based on 
thee novel ‘Skellig’ to get 
students engaged and 
ready to learn in English. 
This also includes a base 
line writing task, clearly 
grounded in skills learned at 
KS2.

YEAR

7
Homework booklet 1

Take part in transition day at AHS.

ROAD MAP

TO

All students STAR tested and 

introduced to AR system and library 

lessons.

Reading ambassadors appointed. 

Homework project 2 – Creative 

Homework project 1 – Creative 

Students study a modern play 

in preparation for studying one 

in year 10. Students consider 

the stagecraft and how the 

text may be written for the 

stage. This is also an 

opportunity to develop their 

reading as students are 

required to read the play 

aloud in class. 

Of Mice and Men 

Students study the 
texts at the start of 
year 9. The main focus 
is on reading the text 
and using inference 
and analysis skills in 
preparation for the key 
skills examined at 
GCSE. There is still an 
element of writing in 
the SOW. 

Reading and writing non 
– fiction 

Students read a variety of 
non – fiction texts from 
different centuries. They 
develop their analysis of 
this style of writing and 
build on this in their own 
writing.

Power and Conflict poetry

Students will study a selection of 
poems in year 9 ready for GCSE. 
The focus will be on acquiring 
the knowledge that is required 
and using the poems in a 
creative stimulus for writing. 

Introduction  to Dickens 

Students read a range of 

extracts from Dickens. This 

gives students the 

opportunity to become 

familiar with the writer 

and to develop their 

reading skills for English 

Language and prepare 

them for the English 

Literature exam.  

Contextual points 

regarding Dickens, which 

will be returned to in Y10, 

are embedded here.

Knowledge for 

GCSE exam and 

analysis of poetry 

skills. 

Developing skills for 

reading fiction from 

19th C – Language 

and Literature

Developing 
reading skills for 
Literature paper 
2

Developing skills 
for reading and 
writing non –
fiction texts
- Language 
paper 2

Developing 
skills for 
reading fiction 
– Language 
paper 1 and 
Literature texts

English 
Language 

English 
Literature

English 
Literature

English 
Language 

Reading and writing fiction 

Students read and analyse a 

range of fiction texts. They 

develop their reading skills 

and transfer these skills to 

their own writing texts. 

Reading and writing non -

fiction

Students read and analyse a 

range of non - fiction texts. 

They develop their reading 

skills and transfer these skills 

to their own writing texts. 

Spoken Language 
endorsement 

Students complete 
their SL by presenting 
on a topic of their 
choice. 

Modern text – An Inspector 

Calls

Students study the play for 

their Literature course. An 

understanding of plot and 

character is the main focus 

as well as focusing on the 

context and the writer’s 

intentions. 

19th C fiction – A Christmas Carol

Students study the novel for the first 
time building on skills they have built 
up by studying novels and reading 
independently. An emphasis is 
placed upon writer’s craft and 
intentions. Students will look back to 
their study of Dickens in Y9.

Shakespeare – R& J

Students use similar 

skills to those used to 

study A Christmas 

Carol. Students have 

experience of 

studying whole texts. 

The exam element of 

this is also used to get 

students used to using 

an extract and then 

making links to the 

whole text.

English Literature –
Paper 1

Students will revise 
texts for paper 1 
from year 10. There 
will be a clearer 
focus on developing 
exam skills and 
exam responses. 

English Literature – Paper 2

Students will revise texts for 

paper 2 from year 10. There 

will be a clearer focus on 

developing exam skills and 

exam responses. Students 

will also apply their skills to 

more unseen poetry.

English Language –
Paper 1 

Students will revise 
the skills for English 
Language paper 1. 
They will build on skills 
from year 10 by 
continuing to read a 
range of fiction texts. 

English Language –

Paper 2 

Students will revise the 

skills for English 

Language paper 2. 

They will build on a 

range of skills from year 

10 by continuing to 

read a range of non –

fiction texts.

Revision of 

weak areas 

flagged up 

by mock 

exams. 

Revision 
of both 

papers.

Revision of weak areas 
flagged up by mock exams.

Power and Conflict poetry

Students complete the set of 
poems started in year 9. This 
is essential for year 11 to 
ensure all Literature texts 
have been completed. 

Homework project 3 – Creative 

Homework project 3 

– Creative 

Homework booklet 1

Homework booklet 2

Homework booklet 3

Become a 

reader for 

life.

Spoken Language endorsement completed.

Homework project 1 – Creative 

Homework project 3 - Creative

Mocks 1. One English 

Literature paper and one 

English Language paper.

Homework project 

2 – Creative 

Homework booklet 2 

Homework project 

1 – Creative 

Mock exams – Paper 

2 Literature and 

Language 

Mocks 2. One English 

Literature paper and 

one English 

Language paper.

Homework project 2 

– Creative 


